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HB 1559 was an amazing accomplishment for the State of Mississippi and victims of human 
tra�cking!  Last year’s HB 571 set strong laws to protect victims and prosecute o�enders, and 
the passage of HB 1559 is the practice to follow.  Some key points of both new laws are listed 
below: 
1) Clarifying that the prostitution law does not apply to children, regardless of whether they are 
formally identified as child sex tra�cking victims (i.e. recognizes all kids engaged in commercial 
sex as child sex tra�cking victims).
2) Ensuring that child sex tra�cking victims cannot be charged or prosecuted for human tra�ck-
ing themselves if they commit the o�ense as a result of their victimization.
3)  Ensuring CPS/child welfare is trained, funded, and required to investigate and serve child sex 
tra�cking victims through a specialized, emergency response.
4) Creation of a human tra�cking victims’ services fund (ie “Victims of Human Tra�cking and 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation Fund”) and related penalty assessment for tra�cking o�enders.

5) Establishment of the Mississippi Human Tra�cking Operational Task Force Board to certify local law enforcement 
investigators as part of emergent and on-going investigations.
6) Allows sexual assault nurse examiners to serve on existing multidisciplinary teams for child abuse victims. SANE is 
defined as having 40 hours of training.
We are beyond grateful for Speaker Philip Gunn’s leadership and the Mississippi Legislature’s support on these e�orts, and 
we are excited to lead the way for national reform for victims of tra�cking.

Landmark legislation passed in Mississippi Legislature

Magnolia Movement Launch
This year we are celebrated the “Magnolia Movement” kick o� - a new campaign to encourage 
people in the Magnolia State to join us for a statewide call to action. Our goal with this is to 
localize the human tra�cking awareness to Mississippi so that people can support e�orts in their 
own state, not just nationally. Although, all e�orts to fight these crimes are admired, we hope 
that residents of MS know that there are local resources and recovery programs specifically 
designed just for them.

The Magnolia Movement will feature opportunities to fundraise and raise awareness virtually (as 
a response to COVID restrictions) as well as for community organizations and clubs to join the 
movement by choosing to have annual/signature events to benefit the CVP and victims of 
human tra�cking. Our website has been redesigned so that people interested in raising funds 
for survivors of human tra�cking or planning an awareness event can register for the Magnolia 

Movement. Those who register can receive a set amount of 
Magnolia Movement merchandise to help brand their event 
and establish their partnership with the CVP through their 
generous involvement.

It is critical to have a signature program or campaign to help 
establish our self as a leader in providing recovery, shelter, 
and therapeutic care for victims of sexual exploitation while 
calling upon community leaders and residents of MS to 
partner with us as we fight against these acts of violence. The 
Magnolia Movement allows for registrants to personalize their 
event, allowing for their own freedom to make a di�erence in 
the community. CVP chooses to empower individuals to make 
their own choices, even when it comes to a call to action for 
the Magnolia State. 
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 Wow, 2020 has been a wild 
ride, but we’ve accomplished SO 
much in victim services, even 
during the pandemic!  We’ve 
celebrated our 30th Anniversary 
during the Thanksgiving season 
by giving awards and expressing 
our gratitude for long-term 
community partners!  We’re so 
blessed to have so much love 
and support from our 
community.  Throughout this 
issue of our Annual Report, you’ll 
find highlights of our work 
throughout our fiscal year, but 
nothing is more important than 
the daily support our sta� 
provides for victims. 
 Our work with victims of 

human tra�cking continues to grow, and we’re seeing the 
positive e�ects of HB 571 and HB 1559 on the ground.  Law 
enforcement investigators are stepping forward to become 
certified and trained, and Child Protective Services are 
engaging with the rapid response teams.  This approach is 
working!  Victims are being recovered, and o�enders are 
going to jail!  However, we still do not have a shelter or 
program for child victims to recover in our state.  Immediate 
plans must be made to stop the practice of sending these 
kids to detention for a crime perpetrated against them. 
 Our Bridge Forensic Clinic is becoming a critical part 
of the response to sexual violence, and victims are favoring 
the trauma-informed and private environment provided at 
the facility.  Sexual violence is so traumatic for victims, and 
busy hospital emergency rooms provide little opportunity for 
survivor-based care. 
 On the domestic violence front, we’re excited about 
local police departments’ implementation of the lethality 
assessment protocols.  Byram Police Chief Luke Thompson 
has been the driving force for this tool in our state, and the 
stats prove it works!  Simply put, law enforcement conducts a 
brief screening on the scene to determine the level of 
potential lethality of an o�ender and then connects that 
victim immediately to our hotline.  Our trauma-informed 
professional sta� provides safety planning and determines 
the immediate needs of the client.  This partnership has saved 
lives and provided emergency and immediate shelter and 
services.
 Our evidence-based Batterer’s Intervention Program 
is still active in courts across Central Mississippi and continues 
to accept o�ender referrals from courts.  Covid has caused 
changes in court operations, but our program continues to 
safely operate. 
                Our therapeutic sta� has stepped up to implement 
telehealth therapy to be able to continue services during 
Covid.  We are so happy that our in-shelter clients have 
escaped any sickness from Covid thus far.  We have 
implemented multiple safety protocols to keep our sta� and 
clients well.
                I continue to be impressed and grateful for our 
committed, talented and hard-working sta�, as well as the 
fervent support of our Board of Directors and Advisory 
Board.  May we all continue to commit ourselves to our 
mission and hope for normalcy ahead!  Thank you!!

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
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CLIENT SUCCESSES
The Center for Violence Prevention’s mission is to ensure that all people experience a life free from violence. For almost three 
decades, the emergency shelter has served as a primary source of refuge for those fleeing dangerous circumstances within 
Central Mississippi. One main focus for The Center is to prepare those victims with the education, awareness, and resources that 
will lead them to a successful outcome. 

The sta� is working hard to assist in recovery. This year, case managers have provided 13,171 hours of case management. They 
have equipped clients with financial case management plans, job skills, paths to continue their education, parenting skill sets, and 
more. Therapists have facilitated 4948 hours of group and individual therapy. The success of the services provided are evident 
in the discharge statistics.   Of the 149 adult discharges from shelter, 72% were confident in their safety plan and 69% went to a 
new living arrangement away from their abuser.

Through our Hispanic program, the Center has successfully assisted 33 victims with case management, therapy, advocacy, 
parenting classes, immigration matters, legal assistance, and interpretation.  Hispanic victims are often fearful of seeking 
assistance due to the threat of deportation, which their abusers use as part of their power and control.  As the Hispanic 
community becomes aware of the assistance The Center has been able to provide, more and more Hispanic victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault are coming forward. 

The story of the year all over the world has been the COVID 19 impact on life, and the same is true for The Tower.  While 
the late winter and spring shutdown restricted activities, The Tower team united and met the challenges with intention 

and determination.  This year clients met milestones like obtaining drivers licenses, reuniting with family and children, 
earning six and twelve month sobriety chips, maintaining employment, and transitioning to independent living.  

With the Tower full even through COVID, Rapid Responders were challenged with 100 responses (29 of those 
were minors) over the last year.  The total number was down by 15 responses due to fewer coordinated task 
force operations; however, seven more minors were recovered compared to the prior year.  The Tower Team 
remains vigilant and committed to identifying, serving, and supporting tra�cking victims through collaboration 
and a coordinated response e�ort. 

SURVIVORS OF HOMICIDE
During the past fiscal year, CVP aided 18 survivors as they seek justice for their loved ones.  Survivors are o�ered an advocate to 
provide information on the criminal justice process, which includes assistance with probate, guardianship, and wrongful death to 
assist survivors as they navigated through the courtroom experience.  Media assistance was o�ered to ensure privacy of survivors 
and to assist the families with appropriate media interaction.

Human Tra�cking Task Force Support: 
Mississippi Trucking Association led by 

Hal Miller and Steve Boudreaux

Awarded Best Human Tra�cking Investigations: Chad 
Carwile, Phillip Hendricks and Nick Brown from Mississippi 

Human Tra�cking Operations Task Force Board

VIDEOS ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND REAL TESTIMONIALS
We teamed up with videographer Bryson Hatfield with Bryson Film and created 
three videos to showcase the many programs and services we o�er to clients at 
the Center for Violence Prevention. We are able to use these videos as an 
educational resource on our website and social media pages, so potential clients 
or donors see information directly from the Executive Director, Therapist, Tower 
Operations Manager, and SANE nurse. These videos are also amazing tools in 
presentations to audiences interested in our mission. Three of our long-term 
Tower Clients came forth with their personal stories to share with viewers about 
their struggles and how they were able to receive help. 

Local Law Enforcement Agency: Byram Police 
Department for their implementation of the lethality 

assessment. Pictured with Commander Copper

To celebrate the 30th Anniversary of The Center’s operations, we presented 11 awards to our 
community partners who have a long-time record of service.
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PROGRAM REPORT

39 SEXUAL ASSAULT ADULT VICTIMS

9 SEXUAL ASSAULT CHILD VICTIMS 

64 BRIDGE MEDICAL ASSESSMENTS

80 PROGRAM CRISIS CALLS

HUMAN TRAFFICKING VICTIMS
55 ADULTS / 15 CHILDREN70

102 RAPID RESPONSE TO HUMAN

86 ADULTS / 16 CHILDREN
TRAFFICKING VICTIMS

SEXUAL VIOLENCE PROGRAM
The Center’s Sexual Violence Program strives to meet the needs of both adult and child 
victims of sexual abuse by o�ering each victim individualized care.  The Center 
provides case management, legal advocacy, therapy and crisis intervention specific to 
each victim’s case. The Center also provides awareness education to volunteers, law 
enforcement, hospital sta�, college campuses, and the general public to increase 
awareness and improve response to sexual violence cases.  

The Bridge Forensic clinic provides sexual assault emergency forensic exams. Forensic 
exams are also provided for patients who have experienced strangulation and physical 
assault. Since opening, 118 survivors have been assisted at either our Bridge facility or 
one of the local area hospital partners.

TRAINING
The Center’s sta� members have received a combined total of 2892 training hours this 
year to better serve the victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, and human 
tra�cking in our service area.  The Center provided 166 hours of training to our 
volunteers. It is crucial to have the most frequent up-to-date skills in order to e�ectively 
assist victims on their road to recovery.

56 ADULTS / 8 CHILDREN
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EXPENSES

TOTAL = $2,076,179

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

TOTAL = $277,971

*THIS IS A LONG TERM LIABILITY. ALL OTHERS  ARE CURRENT LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS

TOTAL = $1,045,819

AS OF JUNE 30, 2019 (Based on P&L Statement)

FINANCIAL

$498,066.00

$458,320.00

$83,781.00

$5,328.00

$324.00

REVENUE, GRANTS, & OTHER SUPPORT

TOTAL = $2,184,170

$233,292.00

$44,6
79.0

0

$1,755,223.00

$33,208.00

$221,125.00

$138,0
37.0

0

$36,577.00

$1,889,237.00
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63.0

0

$19,879
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CASH & CASH EQUIVALENT
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DAIP
MISC INCOME

SALES-2ND CHANCE STORE

LONG TERM LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES PROGRAM EXPENSES

FUNDRAISING

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL EXPENSES

PENDING
Numbers show here are from last 
years audit. New numbers will be 
available after audit completion.

AUDIT AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
AFTER COMPLETION*


